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GGGOODBYEOODBYEOODBYE   PPPASTORASTORASTOR   PPPAULAULAUL   
To the Northwood Family,  

It has been such a blessing serving at Northwood these past 8 

years. What a joy! Knowing and working with so many of you 

these years has been such a blessing and I will treasure our 

time together for as long as I live. I will never forget you or my 

time here. Some people come and go and are quickly 

forgotten. Some come and stay awhile and leave footprints on 

our heart that last forever. I hope that I am in the latter 

category. With deep gratitude and a heart full of love, Paul.  

Paul is preaching his final sermon at Northwood on Sunday, Feb. 7 ɬ  

Ɂ(Íɯ(ɯ"ÖÜÓËɯ+ÐÝÌɯ,àɯ+ÐÍÌɯ.ÝÌÙȯ %ÐÕÈÓɯ3ÏÖÜÎÏÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ,àɯ'ÌÈÙÛɯÛÖɯ8ÖÜÙÚɂ 

Northwood is honoring Pastor Paul with a reception on February 

14 between services. Come and celebrate his 8 years at Northwood 

and wish him well on his next adventures.  

Sunday, February 14  

After 1st & 2nd Services  

In the Fellowship Hall  

Northwood Christian Church  
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A young couple had been married for about a year. They were strug-

gling financially and decided to do something about it. They would 

develop a strategy. They sat down one day to talk about their finances, 

ÈÕËɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÔÜÊÏɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚȮɯÛÏÌɯàÖÜÕÎɯÞÐÍÌɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÏÌÙɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËȮɯɁ(ÍɯÞÌɯ

miss two payments on the refrigerator and one payment on the wash-

ÐÕÎɯÔÈÊÏÐÕÌȮɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÔÖÕÌàɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯËÖÞÕɯ×ÈàÔÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÈɯ

ÕÌÞɯÛÌÓÌÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÚÌÛȭɂ 

Unfortunately that is the financial strategy that many couples are living by today. 

With this in mind I am very excited about a new sermon series that we are starting this 

ÔÖÕÛÏȮɯɁ,ÈÕÈÎÐÕÎɯ.ÜÙɯ%ÐÕÈÕÊÌÚɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6Èàȭɂɯ(ɯËÖɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ

most important and practical sermon series all year long. Near the end of our sermon 

series, on Saturday, March 13th, Northwood is offering a live simulcast featuring Dave 

Ramsey. It will be a great day of learning some very important Biblical principles for 

money management. This would be a great event for you to invite your family and 

friends to as well. If you are unsure it is for you, why not visit with one of the many in 

ÖÜÙɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ#ÈÝÌɯ1ÈÔÚÌàɀÚɯFinancial Peace University video 

class and see what they have to say. I know for a fact that it has had a great impact 

upon a number of peoples lives here at Northwood.  

I know that some folks get a bit nervous when the church begins to talk about fi-

nances, and yet it is a subject that we simply can not ignore. Did you know there are 

2,350 verses in the Bible about money? That one out of every six verses in Matthew, 

,ÈÙÒȮɯÈÕËɯ+ÜÒÌɯÐÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÐÖÕÚȳɯ3ÏÈÛɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯÏÈÓÍɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚɀɯ×ÈÙÈÉÓÌÚɯÈÙÌɯ

about possessions? That Jesus spoke more about money and how to use it than He did 

about heaven and hell combined? If this subject is that prevalent in the Bible and to the 

teaching of Jesus, how can we ignore it ourselves? I am excited to see what God has in 

store for us during this sermon series. 

See you Sunday, Barry 

×Úɯ(ɀÔɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÈÕàɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɯàÖÜɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÑÖàɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ

tithing, getting out of debt, or discovering financial freedom. Please contact me  

 

SATURDAY ,  M ARC H  13 FE LLOWSHIP ,  FOOD ,  FUN ,  F IN AN CIAL  PEA CE  

  



Northwood Christian Church  

3 Northwood Christian Church: C o n n e c t ,  G r o w ,  S e r v e  &  G o 

A
N

N
O

U
N

C
E

M
E

N
T

S
 

ALERT & A LIVE  
47 people enjoyed a fun red, white, and blue 
luncheon at our January potluck. Vera Shelton 
& Alice Sweeney are our hosts for the February 
16th potluck. Anyone is invited to attend, but 
especially those over 55.  

LIBRARY  NEWS  
Weõre trying to keep the library DVDs in good 
condition so we request you leave us a note if 
the DVD is not working correctly. We 
purchased a skip/cleaner machine which will 
help with minor scratches. Every DVD, when 
it is returned to the library, will be cleaned and 
some scratches removed before the DVD goes 
back on the shelf. Please double check to see 
that the DVD you checked out is in its case 
before returning it to the library. 

SUPPORT  GROUP  STARTING   
Are you a child, spouse or caregiver of 
someone dealing with age related memory 
issues? You donõt have to go it alone. Starting 
in February, on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6 
pm, join Steve Devine for a new support 
group. Call Steve if you have any questions.  

SOUND  BOOTH  NEEDS 
We are making plans to expand our ministry in 
the sound booth to include video and internet. 
If you like to listen to the details in music and 
enjoy working with technology and computers 
there may be a place for you! Please contact 
John Hakes about this important ministry. 

GRIEF GROUP  
Ted Stagner wants to start a grief group in 
February. If you are interested, please contact 
the church office, or let Ted know, 
tjstagner@gmail.com. This is a group he has 
done in the past, and it is always well received.   

KIOSK  HELP 
Looking for an opportunity to serve? 
Northwood is recruiting members to help staff 
the kiosk before and after the three Sunday 
services. If you are willing to serve and/or 
would like more information, please see 
Michael or Dawn Marie Allen or email them 

connections@northwoodchristianchurch.org . 

KITCHEN  ITEMS NEEDED 
We need some everyday items in the kitchen. 
Would you be willing to donate? You can bring 
them to the church and leave them in the 
Narthex.  

Kitchen Towels & Dishcloths 

Gallon Ziplock Bags 

Quart Ziplock Bags 

Napkins 

Keeping in Touch Electronically 
In order to save the church printing and 
mailing costs, please consider receiving your 
monthly Window newsletter online or by e-
mail. You just need to let the church office 
know to take you off the mailing list, and add 
you to the electronic list.  

Did you know you cané 

receive a weekly Northwood Happenings by    
e-mail? 

receive weekly prayer requests by e-mail? 

receive the newsletter by e-mail or 
download it from the internet?  

listen to the weekly sermons online? 

If you are not receiving the Northwood 
Happenings weekly e-mail, please make sure 
the office has your correct e-mail address.  
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New Members 

December 27, 2009  

Amber Larsen  
 

Amy Johnson  
 

Tori Paige  

 

January 3, 2010  

Joy Banks  
 

January 24, 2010  

Martha Neuman  
 

Ed & Diane Avila  
 

Amber 
Larsen  

Amy 
Johnson  

Martha 
Neuman  

Ed & Diane 
Avila  

We donôt put our 
Members personal 
information on the 
web. Please see 

your printed 
version or contact 

the church office for 
the new members 

this month. 
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AN  OPEN LETTER  ABOUT  HEARING  D ISABILITY  FROM LEONE  M ILLER  
Dear Northwood Family, 

Iõm so grateful that we have a loop system in our church which helps many hard of hearing people hear 
the Sunday Service. I believe that everyone has the right to hear the Gospel. Outside of the sanctuary, how-
ever, those with a hearing loss struggle to hear, especially in the fellowship hall and classrooms. I hope that 
what I share here will help hearing folks understand some things about communicating with those with a 
hearing loss. We really want to be included in all that goes on here and we need your help. 

When you were born, most likely your hearing was normal. So was mine. For years, I took the ability to 
hear for granted. I sang in choirs, led music, and played piano. For the past 15 years, my life has been differ-
ent. Itõs all because I lost the hearing in my right ear and have a profound loss in the other. What does that 
mean? Imagine losing the sensitive hairs that line the back of your neck, one by one. You wait and wait for 
them to grow back, but they never do. For some unknown reason, the hairs are gone forever. That has hap-
pened to my inner ears. The nerve hairs in the deepest part of one ear have been destroyed permanentlyñ
cause unknown. Without these hairs, my ears are not as sensitive to sound as most. The first part of my hear-
ing that disappeared was high-frequency pitches-birds singing, kids screaming, phones ringing, and all soft 
consonant sounds (f, s, t, v). Gone. Permanently. I am basically deaf to these noises. The inability to hear high
-frequency pitches affects all of my conversations with you. Hearing aids are a help, not a solution. With my hear-
ing aid, I can hear the phone ring and kids scream and soft consonant sounds, most of the time. Yet even 
with my aid, I still canõt hear birds singing. And music is just noise. Do I miss those sounds? Yes. Every day. 
Because one out of 10 people has a hearing loss (that means about 50 people here at Northwood), I want to 
help bridge the gap between those who hear and those with hearing loss. Here are my suggestions. 

Please face me when you speak. My eyes have become my ears. I watch your lips move and interpret 
your facial and body gestures.  

Quiet rooms are always the best place for me to hear you well. Restaurants and large, open rooms are 
difficult. Pull me aside, look me in the eye, and speak slowly and with good articulation. Doing this will 
decrease the chances of you having to repeat yourself. 

I donõt expect you to walk on eggshells, if you are unsure whether I have heard something you said, it 
is much better to tell me that I didnõt respond to your question, than to assume I am rude, dumb or 
zoned out for not answering. 

If any of my suggestions seem too radical, Iõd like you to try an experiment. Wedge two cotton balls in 
both of your ears, then try to carry on a conversation in a noisy room with your eyes closed. Difficult? Wel-
come to my world! I hope this gives you some insight that will help conversations with hard of hearing peo-
ple. (By the way, some folks have mild losses and some have severe-profound losses which means we all hear 
differently.) 

Those with a hearing loss must strive to: 

give our full attention when you speak to us 

politely ask you to repeat yourself if we have missed something you said. 

care about what you have to say because we care about you. 

I am the leader of the Hard of Hearing Ministry here at Northwood. I have answers to a lot of things you 
might have questions about: t-coils, assistive listening devices, free phones through the state of Oregon, some 
financing through organizations, and things you need to know before getting a hearing aid. I am here to help 
you, because I understand. Please see me if you have any questions about hearing loss. In Him, Leone Miller 

 Some of this information has been gleaned from author Shanna Groves.   

On Thursday, Feb. 18 from 1:30 to 2:30, Leone will be speaking at Willamalane Sr. Center (on C St. in 
Spfd.) about Hearing Loss. Please come and bring a friend. 
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yFri.ɬSat., April 23rd and 24thy in Florence y 

Speaker:  

Cathy Meyers-Wirt  
    ȹ.ÙÌÎÖÕɀÚɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙȺ 

Cost: $60 per person 
Watch for more information or call Juli Meador.  

Plan Now to 

attend  

Northwoodės 2010 
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N ORTHWOOD  C RAFT  D AY  

Saturday, February 13th, 2010 

9am in the fellowship hall 

Bring your scrapbooking, card making, knitting, crocheting... 

Bonnie Matteson will be available to help with knitting & crochet projects.  

If you have any questions, please contact Connie Knight. 

You may bring a sack lunch or snacks and stay until 5:00 pm 
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DECEMBER 2009 W ORLD  OUTREACH  GIVING  - $5996 

Love Offering/Church Family $644 

Adopt a Ministry Student, NCC $895 

FISH $304 

Young Life $161 

Eugene Mission $322 

St. Vincent de Paul $125 

Youth for Christ (LCDC Chaplain) $340 

Angel Tree Scholarships $54 

Habitat for Humanity $179 

Disciples Mission Fund $931 

El Faro Orphanage $215 

Week of Compassion $358 

Missionary Family (CMF - Ukraine) $447 

Missionary Family (NICS - Indonesia) $179 

Missionary (Mission to Unreached People, Indonesia)$90 

Missionary Family (Wycliffe - Indonesia) $755 

February Diaconate 
 

February 7 - Dan Wittõs Team 

February 14 - Al & Karen Wilsonõs Team 

February 21 - Steve Swartoutõs Team 

February 28 - Kitty Batesõ Team 
 

If you arenõt sure whose team you are on, please 
call the office.  

February Elders 
Communion & Offering 

February 7 -  
    Beverly Robertson & Dennis Page 
February 14 -  
    Christi Keefer & Ralph Matteson 
February 21 -  
    John Sargeant & Bob Shelton  
February 28 -  
    Tom Utt & Judy Hockett 

NEWS  FROM W ORLD  OUTREACH  

Week of Compassion - Haiti Relief  
Week of Compassion, through its partnerships, will respond to human 
needs around the world. Disciples bring hope to situations of natural dis-
aster, war and famine, more efficiently than ever before thanks to the 
faithful gifts of local congregations. With your continued support, Week 
of Compassion will remain responsive to Christõs call to both short term 
relief and long term partnerships in order to empower our brothers and 
sisters around the world. 

Week of Compassion donations can be given to Northwood for relief efforts in Haiti. Just put on 
the memo line Haiti Relief and the church will send it to WOC. 100% of your donations go to help 
in Haiti.  

Another way to help is to donate towards Mel & Carol Meadõs grandson, Corrigan Clay, who is 
working with an orphanage in Haiti. He and his family were in Haiti when the earthquake struck. 
You can donate to the church, in the memo line put Corrigan Clay, or online at 
www.apparentproject.org. 
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For the first time in two years, the childrenõs ministry is implementing a 
program independent of the pulpit message.  Entitled òFrom the Manger 
to the Grave,ó this series of lessons examines Jesus infancy, childhood, 
ministry, trial, death and resurrection.  

We just completed lessons on Jesusõ baptism and the appearance of the 
Holy Spirit.  What a joy this was!  After reading the story, we talked 
about how the Holy Spirit guides us.  Most of the kids had seen at least 
one cartoon picturing someone with a big problem, with an angel on one 
shoulder and a devil on the other.  We considered how the Holy Spirit 

would guide us in handling several real-life problems. 

The final scenario was deciding how to choose two kids to count the Childrenõs Church 
penny jar, prior to presentation to the church in the next two weeks.  I framed the scenario 
thusly: òWe have a big decision to make.  Every Sunday, two grown-ups count the tithes 
and offerings in each church service.  We need to pick two kids to count the money weõve 
collected in our penny jar.  How should we decide who these kids should be?ó 

I asked the kids to think about this question òin their own poweró and then we shared their 
ideas:  òWe should give a test to see who the best counters are and choose them.ó  òWe 
should have a grown-up count the money first, then pick two kids and see if they get it 
right.ó  òWe should have grown-ups count it.ó  The ideas were sound and sensible, from a 
worldly perspective. 

Then I asked the kids to pray for the Holy Spiritõs advice about the question.  I peeked 
once or twice at the kids as they prayed, and their heads were bowed with closed eyes.  In 
the silence, I knew they were asking for Holy Spirit power to help make this decision.  So I 
relaxed and prayed with them. Suddenly, the Holy Spirit spoke to me with amazing clarity. 

Breathless, I asked the kids for their ideas.  Looking up, they had none.  I told them what 
the Holy Spirit revealed to me: òThe Holy Spirit says that we should trust everyone.  So all 
we have to do is put everyoneõs names in a hat, and pull out two of them. They will be our 
counters.ó 

The joy that radiated from our kidsõ faces was remarkable.  I have seldom seen such satis-
faction with the outcome of an important decision among adults or children.  A peace set-
tled over the group, as they knew that this decision affirmed everyone and favored no one.  
To them, this is òfair.ó  And indeed, it is. 

Equally important, our kids learned that the world expects us to solve problems on our 
own steam, but God asks us to make decisions based on His leading.  At their age, they pic-
ture Him sending an angel to sit on one shoulder, whispering the right choice in their little 
ears.  Thatõs probably as good an image as any.  I like to think God is walking that closely 

with me. Donõt you?   

CHILDRENõS 

NEWS 
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