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Start  

Thinking  

Now  

How  You   
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b e  o f   

S erv i c e  

Join your Northwood 
family for a day of serving 

throughout our 
community. Teams of 

folks will head out and 
‘pitch in’ to help those in 
our church family who 
need an extra helping 
hand. Look for more 
information in the 

bulletin in the coming 
weeks. Or, see Pastor 
Paul for more details. 
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During this series of sermons on “Making Your Life Count,” we have 

spent this last month on asking ourselves the question, “if I had only 

one month to live, how might I live my life differently?” During this 

month I have appreciated a little devotional entitled, Life is a Potluck by 

Dennis Lynn. Its subtitle is A month’s worth of stories and reflections to 

help us live and love well. I have enjoyed the humor and wisdom of this 

short devotional book, especially as it has fit well with my series of 

sermons. Let me share with you Day 25…. 

One time a man joined a monastery where the monks were allowed to speak 

only two words every seven years. After the first seven years had passed, the 

new initiate met with the abbot who asked him, “Well, what are your first 

two words?” The man replied, “Food's bad.”  

After another seven-year period, he again met his superior, who asked, 

“What are your two words now?” And the man replied, “Bed's hard.” 

Seven years later (twenty-one years after he entered the monastery), the man 

met with the head monk for the third. “And what are your two words this 

time?” he was asked. The answer came back, “I quit.” The disgusted abbot 

shot back, “Well, I’m not surprised. All you’ve done since you got here was 

complain!” 

How sad to be known as a person whose few or only words are negative. Someone 

observed that any fool can criticize, condemn, and complain—and most fools do. 

Though it’s true that one of the easiest things to find is fault, the person who is always 

finding fault seldom finds anything else. May we be people who look for the good and 

who speak for goodness sake.  

If we really want to make our life count, let’s be the ones who look, find, and share 

the good we see in others. 

 

See you Sunday, 

 

Barry 

A WORD FROM BARRY 
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WOMEN ’S  M INISTRY  

PRAY & PLAY 
March 14th, Northwood hosts this regional 
women’s gathering from 9:30–12:30. 

The theme is Praying in Color. A registration fee 
of $20 includes a magazine and other gifts. 
Scholarships (full and partial) are available. 

Sign up in the fellowship hall on Sunday  
mornings, or call Juli Meador. 

SPRING RETREAT 
May 8–9 at Driftwood Shores in Florence.  
Mark your calendar now for this great weekend 
together, with guest speaker Kathy Meyers 
Wirt, our regional minister.  

IPM 
IPM is starting a new effort to share Words of 
Encouragement and Faith Builders, gathered from 
the experiences of members who will share 
stories of how God has shown Himself in their 
lives during a crisis or illness, or in other big 
changes. If you have a message you’re willing 
to share, IPM members would like to speak to 
you. In March, these inspirational messages will 
start being available via email. Eventually, IPM 
hopes to compile all of the stories into book 
form to share with Northwood members. 

MONTHLY PRAYER NIGHT 
First Monday of the month, March 2.  
If you have prayer requests for our March 
gathering, place them in the ‘God Can’ on Sun, 
Mar. 1st after 1st and 2nd service and in the 
narthex after 3rd. Prayer requests can also be 
sent via e-mail to: Linda Bettis or Arleen Field. 
All of these prayer requests will be prayed for 
on the first Monday, Prayer Time.  Thank you 
for your continued support of IPM. 

L IBRARY  

BOOK SALE 
On March 4 and 11, the library will have a table 
set up on Wed. nights at G.O.L.F so you can 
purchase books. The library crew is weeding 
out duplicate and unused books to sell on 

those nights—the sale may be extended to the 
15th depending on inventory. These books will 
be quite inexpensive. We hope you will support 
the library so we can purchase some new books 
to complete our series and Christian growth 
books that would be helpful to you. We’re 
running out of space-what a great problem! We 
want to provide you with the books that will be 
more useful to you. Some people are bringing 
books to us to sell and that is 
great. Please get them to us 
as soon as possible and 
leave them in the library. 
We’re also happy to accept 
your book donations for the 
library. We only 
accept Christian 
books. 

REGISTRATION CARDS 
We have blue registration cards in the library. 
Please fill them out to help us to serve you 
better. Children’s cards are pink and need to be 
co-signed by a parent if the child is under age 
14. Read the rules on the card and help us out 
by returning books in the two week lending 
period. If you need extra time, there is a card 
by the return box that you can fill out to let us 
know when you will be returning the books. 
Others may be waiting to read the books you 
have out so we need to be prompt about 
returning books. 

A
N
N
O
U
N
C
E
M
E
N
T
S
 



Northwood Christian Church 

 ph: 746-2790 web: northwoodchristianchurch.org

Address Changes 

Please update these in your directory 

 

Fae Fochtman 
 

Jonnie Helfrich 
Garrett & Leah  
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New Members 

February 1 

Marc & Hope Lyda 

February 8 

Connie Beckham 

February 22 

Rick Weaver 

 

February 14th 

Michael Allen & 

Dawn Marie 

Powers 

We don’t put our Members 
personal information on the 
web. Please see your 

printed version or contact 
the church office for the 
new members this month. 
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THANK  YOU  

STUFFED ANIMALS ARE LOVED 

This is part of an e-mail received from the 
orphanages in Romania who received the stuffed 

animals and dolls that were collected. 
“The boxes arrived about 2 weeks ago 
and we knew it right away as 
Mykhailyna told us the same day. She 
was happy. The children just adored the 
dolls. She said that the whole day was 
so quiet there, as all the children were 
busy swaddling their dolls. She gave 
each child a personal doll, so they won’t 
be taken away as being nobody’s. The 
next morning the dolls were sitting 
proudly on each child’s bed. 
Mykhailyna asked to thank you for your 
generosity that was put into these 
gifts.”  

FROM THE CARSON’S  
We wish to thank our Northwood Christian 
Church family for their prayers, cards, flowers, 
communion, and food that was a huge blessing 
to both of us during Betty’s surgery recovery. 
Love, Betty & Ralph Carson.   

 

LEADER ’S  MEETING  

March 16, 6 pm 
It has been too long since our last leaders 
meeting and it is critical for us to again meet 
quarterly as the leaders of Northwood 
Christian Church. There is much work that we 
need to do that simply can’t be done in a board 
meeting. Our next leaders meeting is set for 
Monday, March 16 at 6 pm. Dinner is 
provided, if you would like to help, please let 
Jill know. All leaders are expected to come to 
this important meeting.   

MUSIC  NEWS  

JOIN THE EASTER CHOIR 
The choir will be singing Joy in the Morning by 
Natalie Sleeth at third service on Easter 
Sunday. If you would like to be part of this 
festive anthem, we will be practicing it starting 
in the month of March on Tuesday evenings at 
7:30. Come and join the choir for this exciting 
project! 

NEW PRAISE TEAM 
We are starting an Emerging Praise Team at 
Northwood. If you have ever wanted to be part 
of a praise team this could be your chance. We 
will be learning the current praise songs so that 
members of this group might fill in for the 
current praise team on some Sundays. Please 
contact John Hakes if you are interested. 

ALERT  & ALIVE  

POTLUCK 
Alice & Dick Sweeney were great hosts for our 
February potluck with 29 people 
present. The travelers do make 
a difference; we miss them. 
Vera Kephart and Emily Sachs 
will host on St. Patrick’s Day, 
our March potluck. Mark your 
calendar and come join us even if y o u 
don't wear green. We always have good food 
and good times. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8:00 am Jump Start 
8:15 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Sunday GOLF 
11:15 am Traditional  
6:00 pm Youth Group 

2 
2 pm Monthly 

Prayer 
Meeting at 
the Bettis’ 

 

3 
1 pm Women’s 

Bible Study  
7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 
8 pm Drop in 

B-Ball 

4 
2 pm A & A 

Games 
5:30 pm Library 

Book Sale 
5:55 pm 

G.O.L.F. 
Dinner 

6:45 pm 
G.O.L.F. 
Classes 

5 
9 am Library 

Crew 
6 pm Alpha 

6 
8 pm Middle 

School 
Overnight 
Lock-in 
until 8 am    
Saturday 

7 
 

8 Daylight Savings Time 
Begins 

8:00 am Jump Start 
8:15 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Sunday GOLF 
11:15 am Traditional  
6:00 pm Youth Group 

9 
 

10 
1 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm Board 

Mtg 
7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 
8 pm Drop in 

B-ball 

11 
2 pm A & A 

Games 
5:30 pm Library 

Book Sale 
5:55 pm 

G.O.L.F. 
Dinner 

6:45 pm 
G.O.L.F. 
Classes 

12 
9 am Library 

Crew 
6 pm Alpha 

13 
 

14 
9:30 am  

Regional 
Women’s 
Pray & Play 
Day, held at 
Northwood 

15 
8:00 am Jump Start 
8:15 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Sunday GOLF 
11:15 am Traditional  
5:30 pm HS Film Night at 

Reed’s Place 
6:30 pm Setting Godly 

Goals ‘Reunion’ 

16 
6 pm Leader’s 

Mtg 

17 
12 pm Alert & 

Alive Pot-
luck 

1 pm Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

8 pm Drop in 
B-ball 

18 
2 pm A & A 

Games 
5:55 pm 

G.O.L.F. 
Dinner 

6:45 pm 
G.O.L.F. 
Classes 

19 
6:30 am Elder’s 

Breakfast, 
Terese’s 
Place, 
downtown 
Springfield 

9 am Library 
Crew 

6 pm Alpha 

20 
 

Mission to  
Mexico 
Leaves 

 
 

21 
 

 

22 
8:00 am Jump Start 
8:15 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Sunday GOLF 
11:15 am Traditional  
 

23 
 

24 
12 pm Newslet-

ter Items 
due in the 
Office 

1 pm Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

8 pm Drop in 
B-Ball 

25 
2 pm A & A 

Games 
 

26 
9 am Library 

Crew 
 

27 
Youth Group 

Beach Trip 

28 
8 am Women’s  

Breakfast, 
Country 
Waffle 

10 am  
Northwood 
Serves Day 

 

29 
8:00 am Jump Start 
8:15 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Contemporary  
9:45 am Sunday GOLF 
10:00 am 5th Sunday Adult 

Sunday School Potluck 
11:15 am Traditional  
2:00 pm Fae Fochtman’s 

90th Birthday Party 

30 
 

31 
1 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 
8 pm Drop in 

B-Ball 
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JANUARY 2009 WORLD OUTREACH GIVING 

Love Offering/Church Family $586 

Mission Scholarships $244 

Adopt a Ministry Student, NCC $814 

FISH $277 

Young Life $146 

Eugene Mission $293 

St. Vincent de Paul $114 

Youth for Christ (LCDC Chaplain) $309 

Angel Tree Scholarships $49 

Habitat for Humanity $163 

Disciples Mission Fund $846 

El Faro Orphanage $195 

Week of Compassion $326 

Missionary Family (CMF) $407 

Missionary Family (Wycliffe) $163 

Missionary Family (CMF) $163 

Missionary (Mission to Unreached People) $ 81 

Missionary Family (Wycliffe) $684 

March Diaconate 
 

March 1 - Connie Knight’s Team 

March 8 - Dan Witt’s Team 

March 15 - Judy Davies’ Team 

March 22 - Gary Franklin’s Team 

March 29 - Kitty Bates’ Team 
 

If you aren’t sure whose team you are on, 

please call the office.  

March Elders 
Communion & Offering 

March 1 -  
    Mike Harman & Christi Keefer 
March 8 -  
    Bob Shelton & Dennis Page  
March 15 -  
    Mel Mead & Beverly Robertson 
March 22 -  
    John Sargeant & Tom Utt 
March 29 
    Andy Petersen & Ralph Matteson 

WORLD  OUTREACH 
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BUDGET  UPDATE  
The Stewardship Ministry Team is beginning the annual process of preparing the general fund 
budget for Northwood. As we began this process, it came to my attention that many members of 
the congregation would like to be better informed of our budgetary status on a month-to-month 
basis. I will try to summarize our financial condition each month and provide any other budgetary 
insights or financial needs of the church. Here are some quick facts from the January 2009 Financial 
Report prepared by our treasurer, Wanda Smith. Please remember our budget year runs from July 1 
to June 30. If you would like a full copy of the January 2009 financial report, please contact Jill in 
the office. 

*The designated gifts and fundraising for the general fund are mostly unanticipated receipts that have been 
designated by the donor to help support a general fund program and/or expense. 

In addition to the above expenses the board also authorized a contract with Vision Street Ministries 
and Ray Benton to complete a financial and operational assessment of the church prior to the 
church moving forward with a capital campaign to retire debt. The assessment expense of 
approximately $15,000 will be paid out of the general fund reserve. The current debt on the 
building is approximately $778,000. The church also has an outstanding general fund debt of 
$88,000.  

The congregation’s support and prayer for our staff and leadership will be greatly appreciated as we 
develop the fiscal year 2009-10 budget during these uncertain economic times. If you have any 
questions, concerns, or comments please contact me via email or by phone. Bob Keefer, 
Stewardship Ministry Chair. 

Revenue Jan 09 Year to Date Annual Budget Remaining 
Budget 

Operating Receipts $33,127 $241,860 $480,877 $239,017 

Designated Gifts & 
Fundraising for GF* 

$1,845 $13,460 
  

0 0 

Total Revenue $34,972 $255,320     

 Expenses Jan 09 Year to Date Annual Budget Remaining Budget 

Personnel $24,971 $178,879 $319,319 $143,765 

General Operating Expenses $6,498 
  

$39,222 $78,723 $39,501 

World Outreach @ 18 % of 
GF Giving 

$5,860 $42,739 $82,835 $40,096 

Total Expenses $37,329 $260,840 $480,877 $220,037 

NET -$2,357 -$5,520     
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Winter G.O.L.F. is a blessing to us—kids and teachers alike—in the 
Children’s Wing. Integrated with the sermon series, our lessons have 
focused on practical, age-appropriate ways to Make our Lives Count. 
After a break from storytelling, we’ve returned to this practice to share 
meaningful events that illustrate each week’s message. This is a great way 
for kids to master story grammar, and shape their own experiences into 
stories with a message. Since our Sunday lessons involve Jesus’ parables, I 
guess you could say we’re constructing and telling our own parables on 
Wednesday nights. 

Storytelling also builds intimacy in a group setting. Unlike the G.O.L.F. adult small 
groups, which obtain intimacy by virtue of their smaller size, the children’s program is really 
large, ranging from 20 to 30 energetic kids each week. Once we dim the lights and 
commence with the first story, we grow into a tight-knit little clan listening intently for what 
happens next. There is no greater satisfaction that hearing an expectant hush as a story 
unfolds or quiet sigh as it draws to a close. 

Two weeks ago, as we segued from our story to craft, one member of the group stayed 
behind to share some concerns on his heart. The first pertained to a toy put into his pocket 
by a classmate at the end of the school day. Our friend said he did not tell his parents about 
it, but prayed instead. The next day he returned it to his classmate, and urged him to give it 
back to its owner. He also shared that God’s commandments include “Do not steal,” and 
asked his classmate to come to church to learn about Jesus. Our friend believed he’d done 
his best to be a good friend (not a squealer) and a man of God at the same time. 

The second true story was about another classmate who is consistently causing problems 
for others in school and recreational activities. Our friend reported that adults did not watch 
this boy carefully enough, and he was not disciplined enough, to really change his behavior. 
Should our friend talk to grown-ups who could discipline his classmate more effectively? Or 
should he talk directly to the classmate to share what God expects of him? Our friend 
decided, in the end, to wait until God spoke clearly to him about the right course of action 
to take. 

What an honor to share the confidences of one of our youngest members! God is 
speaking powerfully into his daily life, and he is courageous in sharing his own testimony 
with friends. He is also willing to share his concerns and doubts with us, and then cast this 
care heavenward in prayer. And in the story, it is clear that he seeks God’s guidance through 
prayer. 

This is what children’s ministry is all about. The programs and activities are but the 
prelude to relationships that develop and to hearts that blossom in sometimes unexpected 
ways. It is an honor and a privilege to serve the children that Northwood parents share with 
us. 

In His Service,  Betsy 

CHILDREN’S 

NEWS 
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This month I choose to answer the questions myself. 

Q How long have you been involved in youth ministry? 

a I have been involved in youth ministry leadership ever 
since my junior year in high school. I started by helping out 

with the middle school group. I will be 28 this coming month; 
you can do the math (11 years). 

Q  What is your favorite part of working with the youth? 

a  I enjoy sharing how the Gospel has impacted my life. I love sharing the 
path my faith has taken me down. However, it is even better when the 

youth share stories, and get excited about what God is doing in their lives. 
Games are good, food is good, but watching the life of Christ grow in a person is 
priceless. 

Q What would you tell someone that was thinking about getting involved in 
youth ministry? 

a  Just do it!!!! Don’t allow your fears, or inadequacies to get in your way. God 
can and will work through you. What students want is someone who will 

really listen, and who will be there for them consistently. 

Q  What is your favorite color? 

a  Well it depends, you know in 
general yellow, and green, but for 

clothes blue. 

Q  What is on your ipod? 

a  I listen to a lot of Shane and Shane, and Future of Forestry is 
another favorite. 

A NOTE FROM  
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1st Word Night 6:00 (H.S.) 

6th-7th Middle School lock-in 8pm-8am 

8th Word Night 6:00 (H.S.) 

15th Faith and Film Night at Reed and 
Kelsey’s (H.S.) 

27th Youth Beach Trip 

 

Special Notes: 

March 25th 5:30-8pm  
Tentative Date to start painting 
the middle school room 

22nd & 29th H.S. Group canceled 
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We reserve the right to edit or rewrite 

submitted articles. Newsletter deadline 

is the 24th of each month. Articles may 

b e  s u bm i t t e d  b y  e -ma i l  t o 

office@northwoodchristianchurch.org 

or to the office. Church office hours are 

Monday through Thursday, 8 am to 4 

pm., closed noon to 1 pm for lunch, 

Friday, 8 am to noon. 

Northwood Staff 
Barry Lind, Senior Pastor 

Paul Jackson, Sr. Associate Pastor 

Reed Webster, Youth Pastor 

Betsy Clewett, Director of Children’s Ministry 

Jonathan Swartout, Youth Worker 

Kelly Oviatt, Children’s Worker 

John Hakes, Music Minister 

Judy Lacock, Pianist 

Connie Knight, Bookkeeper 

Jill Noble, Administrative Assistant 

Terrina Garrett, Custodian 


