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Cel ebrate Christmas at

Parade Float: This Saturday the 5th.
Children and adults are needed to hand
out our 1,000 scarves, hats, gloves, and
socks along the parade route. Dress for
the weather. Meet at 1:30 at Olympic and
Mohawk, our float is entry #55.

Northwood’s Kids Cineplex and
Parent’s Night Out: Friday, the 11th,
6:30 to 9 pm. Parents drop your kids,
ages 3—10 years at the church and enjoy
a night out of shopping or fun. We will
have movies, crafts, and snacks for the
children. Please feed your children dinner
first, only snacks will be served.

Cantata Service: Sunday, the 13th.
Celebrate the season with our own
church choir this year! We have two
services to choose from, 9 am and 11 am,
with time in between to share ccffee with
friends in the fellowship hall. Please bring
a plate of cookies or nut bread toyshare.
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Fellowship & Dessert Potluck:
Wednesday, the 16th at 6:30. All are
invited to join together to share in a
time of fellowship, friendship, and the
celebration of the Christmas season.
Please bring a dessert or snack dish to
share.

Christmas Caroling: Saturday, the
19th at 4 pm. If you love the songs of
Christmas, come sing with us! We are
meeting at the church at 4:00, dividing
into groups, and heading out to share
cheer with friends and members less
able to get out on their own to enjoy
the season. Fellowship and snacks to
follow. Please contact John Hakes with
any questions or for more information.

Christmas Eve Service: Thursday, the
24th at 6 pm. This year we will meet
together in one service to share the
hope, peace, joy, and love Christ gives
us. Please join us in the sanctuary for
this special time of worship and
contemplation.



A W ORD FROM BARRY

The Meaning of ChristmasisaVerb

“If I had my will, every idiot who goes around with ‘Merry Christmas’
on hislips would be boiled in his own pudding and buried with a
stake of holly through his heart!” These are the words of Ebenezer
Scrooge, but they could well have been spoken by many people during

this Christmas Season. Christmas, we are told, is atime of great joy
and celebration and yet for many it isjust the opposite. For many it is atime of great
sadness and discouragement. Have you ever noticed that there is something about
Christmas that turns up the volume of whatever we are going through? If things are
good it makes them seem even better. But when things are bad it makes it feel even
worse. It isamazing to me that during this time of year when we celebrate that Jesus
came to give us hope, some people feel the most hopel ess.

We can change that. Let’s change that. Why not find just one person at atime this
Christmas who is without hope and share with them the good news of Christmas.
Share with them that God loves them and cares about them. Share with them that Jesus
was born into this world to let hurting people know that there is hope.

Why not find one person at atime this Christmas and do something extra special
for them. Suppose you saw someone with a need, why not go out of your way to meet
that need. Why not empty your wallet into a Salvation Army Christmas kettle. Why not
call up someone who is aone and invite them for dinner. Why not call up someone and
say, ‘I’d like to watch your children while you and your wife have a night out. Why not
call up someone and offer to take them shopping or clean their yard or house, or just
take them to see the Christmas lights.

| think that if we were to do any of thiswe would find that in the process of bring-
ing hope to others we will have rediscovered it for ourselves. May each one of us give
hope to someone this Christmas.

See you Sunday,
Barry

ph: 541-746-2790 web: northwoodchristianchurch.org



ALERT & ALIVE

Dec. 15th a noon isthe Alert & Alive potluck.
It is a no-host potluck, so you are invited to
bring your Christmas table decorations to share
with everyone. We will aso reved our Secret
Prayer Partners

CHRISTMAS PARADE

Saturday, Dec. 5th is the annua Springfied
Community Chrigmas Parade. Come share in
Northwood’s gift, Jaus TheHeo d Heas by
marching, riding, and caroling. All ages (3-
adult) are welcome. We are handing out dl the
hats, gloves, and scarves dong the parade route
that were so generoudy shared. Join us on
Olympic Sreet by 1:30. Remember to dress for
the weether. Children may be picked up after
the parade on Pioneer Parkway near the car
wash. If you have any questions, cadl Judy
Hockett or Kelly Oviatt.

A NOTE FROM THE ELDERS

Each year, our Northwood family is given an

opportunity to acknowledge our staff through a

Chrigmas Love Offering. Our gaff makes

Northwood a place we can hagppily cdl our
home.

church
“Thank You J‘Oﬁ[. Undoubtedly, dl of us

%LgS'I:G could share ways the staff

has touched our lives. One
way to show appreciation
for dl they do is a donation to this specid love
offering. Monetary gifts collected over the next
few weeks are distributed to say a special Thank
You from all of us.
If you would like to contribute to the Staff
Love Offering, plesse place your gift in the
offering plate or mail it to the church. Please
note Saf Loe Offgingin the memo fidd of
your check and make your donation no later
than Dec. 16th. The offering will be presented
to our staff on Sunday, Dec. 20th.

PAGE ELEMENTARY THANKS
We received this thank you from Page
Elementary.
Dear Northwood, thank you so much for the
generous donaions of boys clothing. The
items will put to good use. | dso want to thank
you for adopting one of our Page families for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. What a blessing.
Northwood delivered a Thanksgiving food box
to a sngle mother with five children. We are
adso helping her & Christmas time with gifts. If
you want to help, please see Jill in the office for
alist of items they need.
The school dso needs clothing for its school
closet.

o Children’s swegt pants— size 5-8

¢ Girls pantgjeans — size 5-8

e Children’s shoes

o Bike helmets, used or new

MEMORY W ORK

Congratulations to Katelyn Jacobson, Yolanda
Macid, Saydee Murphy, Andrew Noah, Bryan
Sby, U Sageant, Noah Vandegriffe, and
Kayla Weaver, who recited the Ten
Commandments this past Sunday. |If you see
one of them, please say congraulations for
work well done.

ANGEL TREE
All gifts for the Angel Tree are due back & the
church by Sunday, Dec. 13th. This year
Northwood is heping 60 children with
incarcerated parents have a Merry Christmas,
by providing them with gifts and a holiday
paty a the church. Members of Northwood
have gracioudy taken dl the
tags for these children. A
grest big thank you to
everyone who participated
thisyear.

Northwood Christian Church: Connect, Grow, Serve & Go
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Notes
Thank you to my church family for your

prayers, cards, and wonderful soups. My health
isimproving daily. Meredith Noble

rﬁgékﬁﬁ

| wish to take this opportunity to share my
heartfdt thanks and gppreciation for the many
beautiful cards and expressions of support to
me at the death of my sister, Barbara Hake, in
October in Idaho. Barbara was the wife of a
Chrigian Church minister for many decades
and exemplified the best in supporting her hus-
band and his ministry, the members of ther
congregations, and her family and friends. Her
hedth was dways fragile but she rose aove
those limitations to serve the Lord and others.
She was arock for me and we were very close.
| will missher; | knew her along time.

Thank you again for dl you have done for me.
| could not exist without my Church family.
Beverly Robertson

rﬁgékﬁﬁ

Camp Fire USA Wilani Council gppreciates the
use of the fellowship Hall on Nov. 14th for our
annua Holiday Bazaar. It was a great event.
Thank you to everyone who stopped by to sup-
port the many vendors, which included some
of Northwood’s own. Camp Fire USA is fortu-
nae to have a grest community partner in
Northwood Christian Church.

Barbara Utt, Executive Director

ph: 541-746-2790

CRIB FOR LOAN?
Russ & Sue Smith are looking for a full sized
crib to borrow for two weeks around
Christmas time. Do you have one =
that you are not using right now?
Please give them a cdl if you can |
help them out.

PRAY FOR OUR T ROOPS

This time of year is difficult for those serving
our country away from home, and also for their
families. Pray for their safety, and for the

PETY comfort of their loved
ﬂ—»_ 7 ones, during this holiday
S ly“ season.  Check out the

bulletin board in the
hdlway next to the coa closet to see those
from Northwood who are currently serving.

Keeping in Touch Electronically

Did you know...

e you can receive the newslet-
ter by email inapdf format? \

e you can receive weekly
prayer requests by e-mail?

e you can listen to the weekly ser-
mons onling?

Talk to Jill in the office for more

information.

web: northwoodchristianchurch.org
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Welcome

New Members

November 1
Tom & Angela Snyder
Eli & Toby

November 8
Susan LaShot

Gwendolyn Haight

November 15
Kurt & Christina Arnold

Mercedes, Bo, Skylar, Amber

November 29
Carol Fisher

Tamera Holt

Marshall & Marcia Loveday

Holy
Baptism

November 29
Susan Fraser
Kelly Taylor
Madison & Tonya Taylor

Northwood Christian Church: Connect, Grow, Serve & Go
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W OMEN’S MINISTRY

ORDER CHRISTMAS GOODIES

W OMEN’S RETREAT

On the firgt three Sunday’s of Dec., the 6th,
13th & 20th, Women’s ministry is teking orders
for Christmas Goodies. You can pick up your
order at the church on Dec. 23 between 2 and
8 pm or tak to someone when you place your
order to arrange an dternate time and place to
pick them up.

BAKE SALE

Come to church hungry with a pocketful of
change. The Women's ministry is having
another bake sde, and jewery/ home goods
sde on Sunday, Dec. 20th. If you can make
something to donate for the sale, please contact
Juli Meador.

April 23 & 24,2010

Purchase tickets as a Christmas g
gift for that specid woman in <%
your life. Women’s Ministry is @@
selling retreat tickets a a table &
in the fdlowship hal on Dec.
6th, 13th & 20th. Purchase
your ticket before January 1, ' ‘
and pay a discounted price of $50. After
January 1st the cost goes up to $60.

The retreast will be a Driftwood Shores in
Florence on April 23rd & 24th. Oregon’s
regiond co-minigter, Cathy Meyers-Wirt is our
speaker, and there will be severa workshops to
choose from.

PERSONNEL NEWS

CHRISTMAS BIBLE STUDY

Northwood’s Senior Associate Pastor, Paul
Jeckson, has announced that he will be leaving
Northwood on February 15, 2010 to seek new
ministry opportunities. Paul doesn’t yet know
where God is leading him, but is open to the
leading of the Holy Spirit.

We will miss Paul! Please take a moment over
the next severd weeks to let him know what
his ministry has meant to you. The dders, staff,
personnel committee, and other church leader-
ship are prayerfully conddering the ministry
and leadership needs of Northwood as we be-
gin the process of filling Paul’s position.

Respectfully submitted,
Michagl Harman, Personnel Chair

ph: 541-746-2790

David & Linda Wedsworth are offering a Bible
Sudy for three weeks on the book, “The Pur-
pose of Chrigmas’ Join them as they study
A Timefa Chrigmes A Time far Sdvetion, and
A Timefa Rexxdliation. The Bible study is at
the church on Tuesday’s on Dec. 1<t, 8th and
15th & 7 pm. Come as early as 6:30 for afd-
lowship time.

Come and enjoy Christmas joy, fellowship and
great Bible study.

web: northwoodchristianchurch.org



EUGENE MISSION

The Eugene Mission provides food, clothing, shelter, arehabilitation +
program and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It serves as an interdenomina-
tional organization. EUGENE MISSION)

Homeless men, women, and children have a safe, clean placeto comein — HepeFoxThe Homeless [ since 1956
off the street.

Dayrooms, showers, towels, toiletries, pgjamas, baggage storage, laundry facilities, haircuts, and mail
service are provided.

Here, the homeless can find love and respect as they heal from the hurts of their lives and come to
know Jesus.

Northwood contributes a portion of its World Outreach budget to this ministry monthly.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

Merry Christmas from the Celebrate Recovery ministry team. Each of us has so many blessingsto
be thankful for this year. With the beginning of Advent our focusis drawn towards the greatest of
all gifts, the gift of Salvation, through the sacrifices of alittle child born of meager means, in the
barn of away station. Aswe are drawn toward this wonderful Christmas season, we are reminded
of the many other gifts from our Father God, the gift of life, the gift of having people who care for
us, the gift of recovery from our dysfunctiona lifestyles, and this year especialy the gift of this
church, and how it has opened its doors and its heart to support this ministry. Aswe celebrate this
holiday, we dl need to remember tha our dysfunctiond behaviors don’t take any days off, be
happy, be with family and friends, enjoy the Season, but don’t let your guard down, continueto
shield yourself daily with the Armor of God. Pray in all things that the will of God will be seen and
carried out, let this be yet another wonderful season of miracles. Merry Christmas.

If you are looking for that last minute stocking stuffer, remember Celebrate Recovery is till selling the 2010 Enter-
tainment Books for just $20.

Be blessed, Dave Wadsworth, CR Coordinator

December Elders December Diaconate
Communion & Offering December 6 - Kitty Bates Team
December 6 - _ _
Steve Devine & Judy Hockett December 13 - Debbie Child’s Team
December 13 - December 20 - Connie K night’s Team
Mel Mead & Beverly Robertson "
December 20 - December 27 - Dan Witt’s Team
Mike Harman & Dennis Page
December 24 - Christmas Eve If yau arent srewhoeetemyou arean, plesse
Christi Keefer & Merrill Burge call the office.
December 27 -
Judy Hockett & Steve Devine

Northwood Christian Church: Connect, Grow, Serve & Go
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CHILDREN'S  Northwood’s Children Celebrate by Giving

NEWS As | write this, Thanksgiving 2009 is behind us and Christmas is just

around the corner. Although we've dl been touched in some way by the
economic downturn this past year, | am amazed and grateful for the gen-
erosity of our congregation. The outpouring of donations to many
Northwood ministries is overwhelming.

Two of the projectstha Children’s Minigtriesisinvolved in are 1) the

collection of shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child and 2) the collec-
tion of warm winter accessories for Northwood's float in the Soringfidd Christmas parade.

The first project is a well orchestrated, natwitle effort to serve the neediest children

around the world. Yet, each person who fills a shoebox for a boy or girl is personally in-
vested in making this gift unique and special. What other project of such grand scale en-
gages peoples hearts and hands for the one child who will receive that box of goodies?|

think this is precisely what Jesus expects of His followers, and bears a mighty moral witness
to the world about the power of our Christian faith.

The second project that our ministry is most involved in is the collection of warm winter

hats, scarves, gloves, and socks to distribute at the Springfield Christmas parade to needy
kids in our own backyard. To be sure, this is a tiny drop of goodness in a big ocean of need,
but it is Northwood’s own. It mirrors larger and more impressive projectsin that it engages

each giver’s heart and handsto touch one child’slifein apersond way. Thisis our home-

grown response to the huge need in our community, our way to witness that we recognize
and respond to our neighbors as Christ asked us to do: up close and personal. We urge our
children to participate in the parade, and our congregation to cheer us along the parade
route.

As Thanksgiving and Christmas blend into a seamlesstime of thanks and giving, let’s pause

to acknowledge each person who has contributed to these and other projects of our
church. As we end our study of the Beatitudes, | am reminded of the words of the Quaker
educator and writer Parker Palmer, who says that blessed are those whose greatest passion
meets the world’s degpest need. It isaprivilege to serve a church that

understands so well what our Savior asks of us.

ph: 541-746-2790 web: northwoodchristianchurch.org



